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MISSION STATEMENT 
The purpose of the Guild shall be to foster the art of needlework and textile arts, encourage high standards 
of design and technique, and bring together members who will learn, share, teach, and participate, to the 
fullest extent, in this endeavor. This shall be considered the Mission of the Guild. 

 
 
 
 

FROM THE PRESIDENT 
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Spring is coming – on some days.  We all 

know Michigan weather is fickle, but I 

have some daffodil leaves that are 4 

inches high already and I am quite ready 

to see the long gray days turn into 

sunny ones.  And as Fiber Artists we can 

do more than just dream about it. 
 

I challenge you to bring color and light 

into your projects.  Make a spring top or 

jacket, switch out the winter lap quilt 

for a cheery and bright one, or finish a 

UFO and hang it where it will make you 

smile every time you see it. 

 

 

Personally, I’m eager for the March 

Workshop with Jessica Grady to bump 

up the sparkle factor in my newest 

project. 
 

Remember that we still need a 

volunteer to chair this year’s Luncheon 

on June 11, 2024.  There are many 

people that help with the luncheon, so 

you will not be working alone.  And we 

will return to our normal plans, not the 

wonderful extravaganza that we did for 

our 50th Anniversary in 2023. 

                     ~ Carol Gardner Buszek 

              MARCH  2024 
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Location 

St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church 
5500 N. Adams Road, Troy, 48098 

Our direct entrance is toward the rear of the church. 
 

Newsletter Submissions
 sharonmck.ntgm@gmail.com 
 

Membership 
 joinNTGM@gmail.com 

 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 
 

Program Notes 3 

Member News 3 – 8 

Year of the Dragon 9 -10 

Calendar 11 

Programs 12 – 18 

50th Special Feature 19 - 20 
                                  

 

NTGM is currently at 67 members.  If you know 
of anyone who may be interested in joining, 
please share our membership form with them. 
The membership fee for new members joining 
in March is $20, and a link to the membership 
form is below. Send the form and a check to: 

NTGM 
25490 Hereford Drive 
Royal Oak, MI 48067 

Thank you. 
joinNTGM@gmail.com                  Cheri Skomra 

   

LINKS …… 
 

• ZOOM Protocol 

• ZOOM Etiquette 2 

• Social Media Protocol 

• Library Policies 

• Workshop Policies 

• Workshop Assistant Policies 

• Photo Tips 

• Google Group Tips 

 

 

Do you know of a member who 

would benefit from a personal 

note? Contact Liz DeVree by 

email  

 

https://www.google.com/search?q=5500+n+adams+road+troy&rlz=1C1CHBD_enUS853US853&oq=5500+n+adams+road+troy&aqs=chrome..69i57j0i22i30.10414j1j4&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
mailto:sharonmck.ntgm@gmail.com
mailto:joinNTGM@gmail.com
mailto:joinNTGM@gmail.com
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YUJaBkmG5c74U3_GFqGxxH7bJsHKUadd/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uqcTTamkLAl-87olEHUZiT0y-wbwVo6_/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cU-sVaVOK3qSlmblCfOinX3bSNwJy94_/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RBmdkBEnhT3V6rGPhxwvQ02ksF0OKALr/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Yp273oKj8hnU9JWdXJsMqSpmJ3ZpXYp2/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Yp273oKj8hnU9JWdXJsMqSpmJ3ZpXYp2/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UYehQuQZKEdR8_HP8nFCA84G6v7Ake4F/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UYehQuQZKEdR8_HP8nFCA84G6v7Ake4F/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MwgWANGdghf6EK5L8agVZZ0s4inb95Nx/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11_zWGV2DIvZNE-_Ao4b1PqDV4ztP14bk/view?usp=sharing
mailto:lizdevree@gmail.com
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NOTES from the PROGRAM COMMITTEE 
 

Our February Zoom program and workshops feature Jessica Grady, an award-winning embroidery 

artist, textile designer, teacher, and author. Her book, Stitched Mixed Media, was published last year. 

It offers creative ideas using recycled materials, hand-stitching techniques, and suggestions for 

combinations that can be transformed into beautiful embellishments. Jessica shares her skills through 

her lectures and workshops. Watch for your March meeting Zoom link in your email. 

https://www.crowood.com/products/stitched-mixed-media-by-jessica-grady 
 

It’s not too late to sign up for Jessica’s two workshops! Contact Barbara Skimin asap. 
 

If you are taking the classes, stay connected with the Google group, ntgm-grady@googlegroups.com, for 

supply lists and other timely information. Most importantly, it is the only place where you’ll find the 

links to watch the workshops. 

 

 

NEEDLE FELTING ART NIGHT 
GET CREATIVE AND CRAFTY WITH US  

Spend an inspiring night out at The Great 
Estate! Join Meadow Brook Hall and Paint 
Creek Center for the Arts (PCCA) at 
Meadow Brook to make your own artwork 
on a small embroidery hoop. 
 

Instructors from PCCA will be onsite to 
teach guests how to create a needle felted 
design out of wool and create their own 
one-of-a-kind art piece. A variety of 
stencil options – including Meadow Brook 
Hall motifs – will be available, and guests 
are welcome to bring their own designs as 
well. 
 

All skill levels are welcome in this art -
making activity, which takes place in 
Meadow Brook’s exquisite Christopher 
Wren Dining Room. 

 

 

Enjoy learning something new in a beautiful setting!  
 

NEEDLE FELTING ART NIGHT FEATURES: 
 

• Full cash bar 

• Complimentary light refreshments 

• Needle felting materials and instruction. Guests keep their own project!  

 

https://meadowbrookhall.org/needlefelting/ 

Thursday, March 21. 2024. 6-8:30pm 

Program Committee 

Barbara Skimin and Terrie Voigt, Co-chairs 

Denise Dooley, Sheryl Hogan 

 

https://www.crowood.com/products/stitched-mixed-media-by-jessica-grady
mailto:barbara.skimin@gmail.com
mailto:ntgm-grady@googlegroups.com
https://meadowbrookhall.org/needlefelting/
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We are creating a list of new books for the 

possible addition to our library collection. If 

you would like to add a suggestion to the list, 

please send the book title and author to  

lpoterek1@aol.com. 

~ Linda and Janice 

 
LIBRARY NEWS 

 

            

SAVE   the   DATES 

           

Saturday and Sunday 

April 13 and 14, 2024 

3:00pm – 6:00pm 
 

Demo notes and links will be sent by 

email closer to the event. 

 

Can You Help? 
 

Nancy Zide is looking for someone who 

could provide some tutoring sessions, 

in her home. She has a Bernina 570 

quilter edition. Contact Nancy at ___ or 

ngzide@comcast.net if you can help. 

   

https://youtu.be/RQYuyHNLPTQ?si=bbiQmhN

ZOddg7iAa 

Do you really know how your 

sewing machine works? 

         Enjoy the video below. 

mailto:lpoterek1@aol.com
mailto:ngzide@comcast.net
https://youtu.be/RQYuyHNLPTQ?si=bbiQmhN
https://youtu.be/RQYuyHNLPTQ?si=bbiQmhN
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SURFACE DESIGNERS 
 

The Surface Design Zoom group will not be 

meeting in March. Check out the Zoom 

recording for the February meeting where we 

worked on creating masks to enhance our 

paste papers and gelli prints. If you have ideas 

you would like to pursue with (or present to) 

the Zoom group, contact Mary Kaye. 
 

To get the details about our fiber adventures, 

join the Surface Design Google Group by 

sending a request to Sharon. For more 

information or project help, contact Susan. 
 

More information 

ARTFUL QUILTERS 
a contemporary art quilting group 

 

WHEN: the third Tuesday of the month  
September to June 
1:00 to 3:00pm 

 

WH    Contact:   Barbara Gittleman 
              

    KNITWITS 
The KnitWits gather for a lovely day of 

knitting on the first Monday of the 

month, 10:00a-2:00p. Bring your own 

lunch and our host will provide 

beverages and dessert. 
 

  Contact:   Kathy Shuller 

                                               

SPECIAL 

INTEREST 

GROUPS 

BEADERS 
Beaders of all skill levels meet on the 

first Tuesday of the month, 10:00a-

2:00p. Work on the design or technique 

of your choice. Bring your own lunch and 

our host will provide beverages and 

dessert. 
 

Contact:  Sharon McKenna 
 

mailto:mkaukee@hotmail.com
mailto:sharonmck.ntgm@gmail.com
mailto:smmccarty@gmail.com
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1k5pZhDuvmad_d1feLbSZTy4MVaPFX75k/view?usp=sharing
mailto:barbaragittleman@gmail.com
mailto:jshuller1@mindspring.com
mailto:sharonmck.ntgm@gmail.com
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March 2024 

March 12  via Zoom 

 

 JESSICA  GRADY 
 

“Journey into the Unconventional” 
 

Jessica is a contemporary embroidery artist who works from her home studio just 

outside of Leeds, West Yorkshire.  Her colourful and contemporary work has been 

exhibited in various galleries across the UK and Europe. A member of the Crafts 

Council’s Makers directory, Jessica speaks about her creative practice and teaches 

workshops across the country in schools, universities, and for private organisations. 

 

Her sculptural designs are a textural and visual feast, combining bold colour and clusters 

of embellished treasure that is created from a combination of waste and recycled 

materials. Jessica uses various processes including printing, foiling, dyeing and melting 

to transform what others perceive to be rubbish into tactile and creative 

embellishments. Her designs are hand stitched using traditional stitches in contemporary 

colours and patterns. 

 

Colour is an important aspect of her work – her designs are fearless in their use of strong 

colours, creating a very vivid and saturated colour palette. Jessica’s inspiration is 

derived from zoomed in views of surface texture details such as peeling paint, barnacles, 

and rusting metal. 

 

 

 

          



12 
 

 

 

  

 

March 2024 

Tuesday, March 12  1:00p – 2:30p  via Zoom 
Tuesday, March 12  3:00p – 6:00p  via Zoom 

 

JESSICA  GRADY 
 

Workshop 
(one workshop – two sessions) 

 

“Make Your Own Sequins” 

 

Fuse various recycled plastics to make sequin sheets, which will then be cut out in 

different ways, adding textile foils, and stitching onto fabric to make a sampler. 

 

“Fantasy Florals” 

 

Create beautiful 3D floral designs on fabric, using a range of mixed media materials 

combined with hand embroidery. Jessica will show you some of her techniques to 

create the most beautiful blooms including 3D folded petals, beaded stamens, and 

curling leaves and vines. Discussion will focus on the use of traditional textile materials, 

and ways to include recycled and waste materials, transforming them into embellished 

treasure. Participants will make a mini textile sampler of floral ideas, ready to frame as 

a piece of textile art. Finishing and framing ideas will also be discussed. 

 

 

 

 .                    
 

Registration Form     Supply List          Seats Available: 4 

See more of Jessica’s workshop samples here. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lU8XNuBraAmHw1KrTRjL7XjW9j9w7q4-/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QLD6uYZAyWo2PmVAeq5XLM1pN6afR0p0/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19YSGGyq9OpXfAdvOjNGTZ9JroivRsoHK/view?usp=sharing
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April 2024 

April 9 

 

MICHELLE  DETERING 
 

“Nature in Contemporary Watercolor” 
 

Michelle is a nature inspired watercolor and mixed media artist from Michigan. She 

works in a variety of media including watercolor, photography, mixed media and 

collage, with watercolor being her primary medium. Her work offers a contemporary 

take on watercolor that resists the traditional constraints of the medium. Her work 

emphasizes fluidity and flow and demonstrates a balance between looseness and 

control. She likes to use whatever medium best helps channel the story she is trying to 

tell about the natural world and hopes to inspire people through her art to the see the 

magic and beauty in nature. 

 

Through a PowerPoint presentation and trunk show, Michelle will share her approach 

to using watercolor to create contemporary paintings of nature while creating a 

sustainable art business. 

 

www.michelledeteringart.com 

 

 

                                                                       

 

 

http://www.michelledeteringart.com/
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April 2024 

Tuesday, April 9  12:45p – 3:45p 
Wednesday, April 10  9:30a – 3:30p 

 

MICHELLE  DETERING 
 

Workshop 
 

“Introduction to Watercolor: 

A modern approach to the medium using paper and fiber” 

 

Participants will learn the basics of the watercolor medium including watercolor tools, 

techniques, and principles while creating nature inspired paintings of flowers and birds. 

Painting on watercolor paper and fabric, students may choose to create small samples 

using various techniques that will be perfect for slow stitching with needle and thread.  

 

Michelle would like the participants to play, experiment, and have fun trying different 

variations that will expand their repertoire in the textile arts. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Registration Form     Supply List           Seats Available: 1 

• Tuesday afternoon 

Introduction to 

Watercolor 

• Wednesday 

Simple watercolor florals 

Loose watercolor bird 

Watercolor fabric 

swatches  

Stitching on watercolor 

paper 

 

Michelle would like the 

participants to play, experiment 

and have fun trying different 

variations that will expand their 

repertoire in the textile arts. 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/14TP5xQr0MdYt8wpDOWfwWiO8L_8qf0hp/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wlGJkn-6MbIV1AvU4yUxDm_cnp1SZ7UX/view?usp=sharing
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May 2024 

May 14 9:30a – 3:30p 
 

 

Seminar Day - Member-Only Workshops 
 

MEENA  SCHALDENBRAND 

SHERYL  HOGAN 
 

“Manual and Electronic Cutters” 
 

Join us for an overview of many different types of manual and electronic cutters 

available. Whether you already own one or more of these devices, or are considering 

purchasing one, come find out more about them and put them to the test to see what 

they can do for you. A small fee (TBD) will be collected at the door to cover 

maintenance on the cutters and the cost of making a small panel project. 

The morning includes the general meeting followed by a PowerPoint presentation 

showing lots of examples of finished projects using electronic and manual cutters and 

discussing the pros and cons of each. Members may have lunch and stay for a Sit & 

Stitch in the choir room. 

The afternoon will include demonstrations of the cutters and time to complete a small 

project using some of the techniques shown. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Brother Scan-n-Cut 

 

Cutting vinyl with Cricut 



16 
 

 

  

 

May 2024 

May 14 9:30a – 3:30p 

 

Seminar Day 
 

MEENA  SCHALDENBRAND 

SHERYL  HOGAN 
 

Demonstrations and Workshop 
How to… 

• Use template sheets to create stencils with the Scan n Cut and Cricut cutting 

machines. 

• Apply and use stencils. 

• Use the Sizzix manual dies with the Big Shot manual cutter. 

• Cut paper, fabric, vinyl, heat transfer vinyl, etc. on manual cutters. 

• Emboss on paper, metal, and leather to add textures and designs. 

• Cut fabric with thin metal dyes. 

• Use the Accuquilt cutting machine: 

o cuts multiple layers 

o maximizes fabric 

o eliminates body strain 

 

Participants will cut out 3 hearts using a manual die cutter and create a design on their 

fabric. You can hand embroider the Heart panel with names and special dates like 

weddings, birthdays, and anniversaries. 

As an alternative, you may cut out 3 different shapes and create a design of your own. 

Supply List 

• Two fat Quarters and/or fabric scraps 

• 8 x11 batt for lining 

• fusible web with paper backing, like Wonder Under or Heat & Bond 

• basic sewing and embroidery supplies 

 

 

  See examples and workshop samples here. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IOl8nFvtgKLLbQJMGCbdrxfomKPbCY6y/view?usp=sharing
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June 2024 

June 11 

 
 

 

Annual 

Creativity Show 

and 

Luncheon 
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Vintage Fashion Show – Edition 7 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BAdzA09R7fjIo9mPXQS60TaYwoDD8v_Q/view?usp=sharing
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Vintage Fashion Show – Edition 8 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hz2opEgOKOHk5tBALWkx22s9jR9Ni8yP/view?usp=sharing
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