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MISSION STATEMENT
The purpose of the Guild shall be to foster the art of needlework and textile arts, encourage high standards
of design and technique, and bring together members who will learn, share, teach, and participate, to the
fullest extent, in this endeavor. This shall be considered the Mission of the Guild.

FROM THE PRESIDENT
I encourage you to read this month’s newsletter carefully. Throughout you’ll find news to inform and
pictorial presentations to inspire and delight. You will not want to miss anything.
We are so fortunate to have our friend and fellow member, Boisali Biswas, step in and provide an
inspiring program for us this month. If you are not familiar with her work, check out her website. Her
portfolio is exceptional and her resume impressive.
A note about Zoom presentations: Since workshop invitations usually come directly from the
instructor, we cannot send you reminders with the code. Always flag your invitation and save the code and
password in a safe place so they will be easy to find. The check-in for our monthly Zoom meetings/program is
9:45am. We will start promptly at 10:00am and expect to conclude by 12:30pm.
We want your artwork to look it’s best, so the PowerPoint team is writing monthly tips on how to get
the best results photographing and emailing photos. Look for Tip #1 on page 12.
Lastly, and most importantly, in April and May we have two programs, an interactive work session,
18 tutorials, and a workshop for us to enjoy. It’s even more special because all of these activities, except the
workshop, are paid for by your Guild and available to you at no additional cost. While these great programs
and other Guild activities have boosted our membership, they have also increased our costs. The Board is
reviewing our financial structure and ways to generate revenue. Everyone on the Board feels an increase of
dues from $40 to $50 is necessary for the upcoming year to help maintain our exceptional programming and
keep our Guild financially sound. This small increase takes us from $4 per meeting to $5 per meeting. Anyone
with financial concerns may contact any Board member privately. We appreciate your understanding and
look forward to a wonderful year ahead.
Have fun creating and enjoy the warmer days!

Terrie
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Hi Everyone - Spring Showers are here and the
possibility of getting together is looking brighter. I
hope everyone is in the process of getting their
Covid 19 vaccination.
Our membership has grown by one and we now
have 80 members, which is quite astounding
given the inability to gather. Zoom has certainly
opened more possibilities for the guild. Thank you
all for continuing to support our Guild.
If you know someone who might be interested in
joining us for our last 3 meetings, and of course our
workshops, it’s not too late. Terrie is filling in for me
while I’m in Florida. So just send your check for
$20 (dues fall to half price in January), payable to
NTGM, to our President:
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Be sure to reconfirm your address, phone
number and email (especially important, since our
primary source of communication will be by email).
My best.
~ Susan
Location
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church
5500 N. Adams Road
Troy, MI 48098
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Newsletter Submissions

sharonmck.ntgm@gmail.com
More Information

www.ntgm.org

Meeting Updates
If it is necessary to make changes in a
scheduled meeting, an email message will be
sent to the membership no later than 7:00am
on the morning of the meeting.
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NOTES from the PROGRAM COMMITTEE

Fluid & Flexible!! I’m getting a tattoo!
•

Many of you already know that Julie Booth, who was scheduled for our April meeting and workshop,
has had to cancel due to a personal issue that requires her full attention. We hope to be able to
schedule her workshop later in the summer and will keep her lecture on the back burner for possible
scheduling next year. She sends her regrets and disappointment at this turn of events but is sending
along a sample of a finished Talisman Pouch to whet our appetites. I will share that at the June
meeting (the Party in the Parking Lot).
So…. our good and gracious friend, Boisali Biswas, will be joining us at our April 13 meeting to
share her new slide presentation “My Journey as a Fiber Artist”. Many of us have had the pleasure
of visiting Boisali in her beautiful studio/home (and kitchen!) and have sorely missed those visits
that brightened our January days. Those who have not been able to visit are in for a wonderful
treat as we experience the many layers of Boisali’s textile work, from needle-weaving to dyeing to
garments. We are so grateful to her for this spur-of-the-moment experience!
Tuesday afternoon at 1:30pm, we will be joined by Missy Graff Ballone for a special “Movement
for Makers” interactive workshop with Missy Graff Ballone. Missy - a yoga instructor, massage
therapist, and metal artist - has developed a practice that combines her passions into creating
wellness and movement for makers so we can continue to ply our crafts while protecting our bodies
with movements, postures and easy exercises that will enhance our creative lives. See details on
page 5. There is no charge for this workshop!

•

Laura Murray will be our guest in May with her “Creating the WOW” presentation. Be sure to order
your Paintstiks for her workshop on May 12. She is generously offering us a 20% discount in her
online store through May 15. See page 6 for the link that includes ordering details.

•

Also in May, you will have the unique opportunity to participate in the Global Quilt Connection’s
All-Star Virtual Sampler Platter! NTGM has purchased our admission to this event which will be held
on May 22-23 via Zoom. Over the 2-day event, you will have access to 18 teachers who will be
presenting tutorials and offering lots of Zoom tips and techniques over. A Zoom link, as well as a
PDF, will be provided. Check for details on page 9.

•

We are planning the outdoor “Party in the Parking Lot” for our June meeting. Plans are still being
formulated - including a rain date on the following Tuesday. See page 7 for details. We can’t wait
to see you all in person. Just be sure to wear your name tags so we recognize you behind those
masks!

•

We expect that access to the church will allow us to schedule Nadine Cloutier’s Natural Dyeing
workshop sometime in July.

•

The Program Committee has been extremely busy and has put together an exciting line-up of
activities for our next guild year. We expect to have it ready to present at the May meeting so you
can be ready to sign up in June. I’m not going to spill the beans now, but think Illusion, Knots and
Denim just for starters!! We can’t wait to share it with you!!

Kathy Bricker
Program Committee: Sharon Waligora, Judy Loyd, Jeanne Sarna, Nadine Cloutier
and the registration guru, Barbara Skimin
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April 2021
April 13

BOISALI BISWAS
“My Journey as a Fiber Artist”
Our good friend Boisali Biswas will be joining us for our morning lecture event
to present her very new slide show encompassing her unique journey through various
fiber and textile studies, from needle weaving to painted weavings to wearables. Those
of us who have been fortunate enough to visit Boisali’s home or gallery showings will
get to revisit some favorites as well as see new work, and those who have not yet made
those treks will be introduced to a wonderful world of texture and textile that will make
them eager for more!
www.boisalibiswas.com
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April 2021
April 13
1:30 pm

MISSY GRAFF BALLONE
Interactive Workshop
“Movement for Makers”
Missy Graff Ballone holds an MFA in Metals from the State University of New
York. As an artist, she truly understands the aches and pains that come along with an
active studio practice. As a yoga instructor and massage therapist and she has used her
unique background and skillset to create and develop a practice focused on helping
artists maintain active and physically healthy studio habits.
She will talk with us about the aches and pains that come from the sedentary and
aspects of our art activities and lead us in some exercises to help alleviate and correct
them. We will focus on the neck, shoulders, hands, wrists, and forearms. All movements
can be done while sitting in a chair, and a yoga block or a book of a similar size and a
tennis ball are all you should need. Join us back on Zoom at 1:30.
www.wellnessformakers.com

There is no charge for this workshop!
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May 2021
May 11 - 12

LAURA MURRAY
“Creating the Wow!!”
Laura Murray is well-known to many as the Paintstik Queen. She is a prolific quilt
and garment maker who personalizes her work with Paintstiks and other surface design
techniques. She will be Zooming in from Minneapolis to present a combination slide
show of her wonderfully embellished garments and a demonstration of some of her
techniques. A lively question/answer opportunity will follow.

Workshop

“Repurposing Your Fabric with Paintstiks”
This interactive class will have you working along with Laura as she demonstrates
and teaches even more techniques to show you how to make that fabric that “isn’t quite
right” into exactly what you need. There will be lots of hands-on opportunities as well
as a slide show of numerous different application ideas. Don’t have Paintstiks - or need
more? Laura will be offering a generous 20% discount to guild members who want to
stock up. Ordering details on the supply list.

Supply List and Registration Form

Seats Available: 20
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June 2021
June 13
Rain Date - June 20

PARTY in the PARKING LOT
• Bring your lawn chairs and wear a hat.
• We will have access to the building for a Show & Tell
display, and access to the library and rest rooms.
• We are planning on coffee and donuts/bagels.
Bring a picnic lunch if you like.
• Judy Loyd is organizing our Grab Bag Flea Market
event.
• Even more surprises!
• Just be sure to wear your name tags so we recognize
you behind those masks!

SAVE the DATE
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Summer 2021
Date TBD

NADINE CLOUTIER
Workshop

“Natural Dyeing without Chemicals”
Build a journal of dye recipes with corresponding fabric samples of each dye and
modifier used in the workshop. This will act as a guide and reference for your future
projects.
Learn about local plants, trees, nuts, bark, and spices that offer substantive dye
colors, chemical free mordants that modify and provide rich colors, and plants to grow
and harvest for your own dye supply. Nadine will go through steps on how to extract
and make the dyes from vegetables, fruit, teas and local flowers.
A booklet of dye recipes will be in each kit so the finished fabric samples of each
dye, mordant and modifier used can be attached for future reference.

Supply List and Registration Form

Seats Available: Wait List
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Exquisite Corpse – the Surrealist Drawing Game
Based on the visual technique that was invented by the Surrealists, Exquisite Corpse is a method of
creating art in which words or images are collectively assembled by a group of participants. It is like
an old parlor game, called Consequences, in which each participant takes turns writing or drawing
on a sheet of paper, folding it to conceal his or her contribution, and then passing it to the next
player for a further contribution. We think it might be fun to adapt this concept to our needlework
and textile art for a 2021-2022 Guild project.
A video was shared in our Facebook group of a beautiful piece of needlework that sparked some
interest and, in researching the topic, Mitzi Colombo found additional needlework examples. The
project could be adapted in a variety of ways for teams of fiber artists, with many ways to approach
the project depending on the number of artists on each team. It might be a fun "show and tell" at
the June 2022 Creativity Luncheon, or perhaps a lovely installation of our cooperative work in a public
venue. Lots of great possibilities come to mind!
Watch the video (https://fb.watch/4r6t24TwHr/) and we will discuss this idea at our June meeting.

Creativity doesn’t wait for that perfect moment.
It fashions its own perfect moments
out of ordinary ones.
~ Bruce Garrabrandt
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Could you be the next Vice-President/Programs? WE NEED YOU!
My tenure as Vice President/Programs (and chair of the committee) is soon winding down - it’s been quite
the experience for us all! We have learned a lot about this new “normal” that we were thrust into and I
think we’ve come through with flying colors. We have a vibrant and vital Board and Advisory Group in place
and that helps make everyone’s jobs much easier.
The position of VP/Programs has been exciting and invigorating even with all of its challenges this year.
The opportunity to learn about the vast network of fiber artists in Michigan, the US, and Canada, as well
as the rest of the world, has taught me much about our fiber world and how to bring it to NTGM. The
Program Committee has become a well-oiled machine with a great handle on the various interests of the
guild. They will be staying on in their very valuable roles to assist the next chairperson in the choices and
organization for upcoming programs. Right now, it is our goal to have next year’s program in place to give
the next Chair the opportunity to ease in and explore the many avenues that will take the guild into 202223. The groundwork for Zoom has been put in place with great success and our registration system is
working smoothly. I think that this is the best time for someone to step in with all the resources available
and be able to focus more on programming than processes.
The VP portion of this position really gives one a bird’s-eye view of the inner workings of the guild as an
assistant and advisor to the president, as well as a replacement in the case of the president’s absence (or
internet glitches!). By working closely with the president (without the expectation of automatically assuming
the role in the future), you have the opportunity to work together for the benefit of the guild, assuring a
smoothly running meeting whether in person or via Zoom. It is a good partnership that serves the guild
well.
So if you are thinking that this might be a good position for you, go for it! You will have a great group to
work with and the opportunity to give back to the guild is really fulfilling. Call me or anyone on the program
committee if you have questions. I’ll be sticking around for a good bit.

~ Kathy Bricker

The Year of the Covid Pandemic
A Guild Journal for 2020-2021
It’s been a year like none of us have experienced in our lifetimes. I read that because the
pandemic is historic, it would be wise to journal your thoughts to be passed down to your
grandchildren and their children. Wise words that made me think about our experiences in the
Guild this year.
The last time we met in person was in March 2020. Sue Walton’s talk, “Creativity in the Real
World” was timely as she presented strategies in time management and suggested ways in which
creativity can coexist with a-demanding personal schedule. Last month, one year later, Ana
Buzzalino’s talk, “Creativity in Times of Covid”, addressed ideas for staying creative and
motivated in times of stress and isolation.
Is there interest in writing a Guild Journal about our creative challenges and the experiences we
have had during this stressful time? Let’s discuss this at our April meeting.
~ Terrie
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Photo Tips
A Series to Help You Capture and Edit Photos for NTGM
We need your photos for Show and Tell, The Monthly Challenge, Workshop Reviews, Class Chat, and the Website.
To really show off your work, it is best when the photos are in focus, framed well with a non-distracting background
or cropped with little or no background, have no shadows cast across the artwork, and the light and color adjusted.
Once you’ve captured the image on the camera or smart phone, it is important to retain the highest resolution as
possible when transferring the photo to an editing device or emailing it to us.
Here is the first in a series of tips on editing and sending your NTGM photos.
Tip #1
Taking and Sending Photos from an iPhone
When taking photos with your smartphone, remember that you can shoot the photo, edit it right on the phone, and
email it without losing the resolution. But it must be done correctly with only one photo at a time.
When taking a photo with your iPhone:
1. Place the artwork on a neutral background. If you are using a mannequin or prop, make sure the
background is plain, like a blank wall.
2. Be mindful of the light and shadows you might cast on the artwork.
3. Move closer to the artwork instead of using the phone’s zoom feature.
4. Tap the screen and a square box pops up. That is your focus point. Tap the focus point over your artwork.
Slide your finger up and down to the right of the focus box to adjust the light.
5. Keep your phone steady, center the image in the frame with minimum background and take the photo.
Take more than one so you can choose your favorite.
When sending a photo on your iPhone:
DO NOT open the Email program, tap and insert a photo, and send it. This procedure will destroy the resolution of
your photo.
1. Go to iPhone Photos (the icon that looks like a flower with colored petals):
1. Select the photo to be sent.
2. Tap the small icon at the bottom left side with the up arrow.
3. Tap the "Mail" icon
2. When the Email opens:
1. Type the email address. Show and Tell photos can be sent to either Julie Blair or Susan Schwandt.
2. On the Subject line, please include NTGM and then Show and Tell or Class Chat and descriptive
information, such as "Large Quilt Appliqued Cotton Batik." For Show and Tell and Class Chat, specify the
order of presentation. "Photo 1 Cabled Sweater Front."
3. You may add additional information in the body of the message. For S&T or Class Chat, you might
include the method used, the name of the workshop, the pattern used, or anything else we could
display next to your photo. For the Monthly Challenge email each photo and your story separately.
Photos for the website need specific information such as title and technique.
4. Tap the up arrow in the top right-hand corner to send the mail. The phone will display a screen that lets
you choose the size. Tap “Actual Size”. If the system says the photo size is too large to be emailed,
select the "Large" size resolution.
5. Repeat this process for each photo to be submitted.
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Wow - seven months of NTGM meetings and workshops have all been completed during one of the most
disruptive times of our lifetime. Thank goodness for Zoom and the technology that has allowed us to stay
connected and grow. At the beginning of the NTGM season we determined how Zoom could work for
NTGM and made some basic protocols for us to follow.
After working with Zoom for many months, listening to members and gaining more members, it’s time to
put in writing our Zoom Etiquette, to remind everyone how things work.
NTGM Zoom Etiquette and Helpful Tips
•

Flag your Zoom invite email and put it in an easy place to locate or link to calendar.

•

Prepare for the meeting/workshop by finding your Zoom link the night before.

•

Log into the Zoom meeting/workshop 15 minutes before the event starts.

•

Problems? Contact Mary Kaye Aukee (xxx-xxx-xxxx) or Terrie Voigt (xxx-xxx-xxxx) - we
promise to have our ringers on.

•

Use your mute button!

•

When unmuted, PLEASE monitor your surrounding for unwanted noise and ask others in your
household to be respectful.

•

If possible, keep your video camera on; if your band width doesn't allow, turn it off so you
can participate fully.

•

Please turn off your video camera if you have workmen or others that might distract from the
event.

•

Please turn off your video camera if you have an emergency and need to step away for a
minute or two.

•

Write your questions in the chat.

•

Be mindful of the presenter’s, instructor’s, members’ time; if you must step away, put your
questions in the chat.

•

Be careful when messaging - if you do not click on the person you want to message privately,
everyone will see your message.

•

All monthly general NTGM meetings will be recorded for a one-week timeline.

•

If allowed by the presenter, the lecture will be recorded for a one-week timeline.

•

NO WORKSHOP will be recorded unless it is allowed by the artist.

•

Stand up, stretch, or take a little break - but remember that we can see what is
happening!

•

Have fun and enjoy. We are all in this together!

.
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NTGM.org
Over the last month, we have been able to add more content to our website. Thanks
to Judy Loyd, all six of the Monthly Challenges appear under the Showcase tab in a PDF
viewer. This makes them easy to look through without having to download or save anything
to your computer. Thanks to Julie Blair the pictures that were part of the members’ Show and
Tell during the March ZOOM meeting appear under the tab Member Showcase. In the
Workshop Gallery, you will find a wonderful summary of the works of David Owen Hastings
from October 2020 and Natalya Khorover from November 2020. Included there, you will also
find several photos of members’ creations from those workshops.
We would like to add additional links in the Resources tab and are looking for your
blog and personal or business websites and any businesses that you find useful or helpful.
They could be places you shop for supplies or sites that contain instructions, patterns, or
tutorials for textiles and fiber related creations. They can be online only or local businesses
(please include their address). To share your links, please send submissions to
ntgm73@gmail.com. See Terrie’s submissions here for examples of what we are looking for
from you!
As always, let me know if you have any concerns or questions about NTGM.org or any
problems as you browse through the site. Thanks.
~ Carol Gardner Buszek

March Board Meeting Highlights
• Plan to meet outside in June! Watch the newsletter and your email for notices of all upcoming
events so you don't miss a thing. Fun summer activities are coming!
• Welcome to new members and Zoomers who join us from far and wide. Our membership has
swelled to 80.
• Check out the website, www.NTGM.org. There is lots of information, but you need a password
(sent out in a March 8, 2021 email) to access the member section.
• Our webmaster needs photos of our best art to appear on page 1 as a teaser to show the great
work we do. Submission detail to follow.
• Post your web address or blog information in the Resource tab on the website. Send to
NTGM73@gmail.com. You can also post your favorite fiber-related vendors and find the web
addresses of our speakers who chose to be included.
• And don't miss our Facebook page for lots of fiber art activity.
• You can watch the recording of the monthly meeting and speaker for a week after it happens.
No need to miss a thing.
The next Board meeting will take place on May 17 at 10:00am.
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a contemporary art quilting group

LINKS ……

WHEN:

the third Tuesday of the month
September to June -- 1:00 to 3:00pm

• ZOOM Protocol

WHERE:

via ZOOM, unless otherwise informed

• ZOOM Etiquette 2

CONTACT:

Barbara Gittleman
barbaragittleman@gmail.com

• Facebook Group
Page Protocol
• Workshop Policies
• Role of the
Workshop Assistant

KNITWITS
After a long winter, the “KNITWITS” will begin meeting
again on the first Monday of the month.
May 3

Kathy Shuller

As a Guild, we have
found many ways to stay
connected and share our
art in these times of
isolation. But sometimes
there is a need for a
personal outreach. If you
know of someone who
would benefit from a note
or a phone call, please
contact Liz DeVree at
lizdevree@gmail.com or
(616) 516-2836 or you
can contact any other
board member with a
request or information.

Submissions DUE by
NOON on Sunday 11 April
Send pictures to Judy Loyd at
judyloyd@me.com
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