The Needlework and Textile Guild of Michigan

Volume 11, Issue 3

NOVEMBER 2021

MISSION STATEMENT
The purpose of the Guild shall be to foster the art of needlework and textile arts, encourage high
standards of design and technique, and bring together members who will learn, share, teach, and
participate, to the fullest extent, in this endeavor. This shall be considered the Mission of the Guild.
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21-2022 Programs

Your membership renewal ensures that
you remain on the email list for upcoming
newsletters, makes you eligible to register
for workshops, and more. If you have not
already renewed mail your check for $50,
payable to NTGM, to:

21 - 36

Barbara Gittleman
__
__
Please be sure to reconfirm your address,
phone number, and email (especially
important since our primary source of
communication will be by email).

Location

NTGM name tags – see page 4.

St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church
5500 N. Adams Road
Troy, MI 48098

Membership Form

Our direct entrance is toward the rear of the church,
which is a slightly longer walk but there are no steps.

Meeting Updates

In-Person Meeting Times

If it is necessary to make changes in a
scheduled meeting, an email message
will be sent to the membership no
later than 7:00am on the morning of
the meeting. Updates will also be
posted on the Home page of the
website.

Flea Market, Library, and Social time begins about 9:30
Business Meeting starts at 10:00
Program immediately follows the Business Meeting
Workshop Hours on Tuesday from 12:45 to 3:45
Workshop Hours on Wednesday from 9:30 to 3:30

Newsletter Submissions

sharonmck.ntgm@gmail.com

More Information

ntgm.org
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NOTES from the PROGRAM COMMITTEE

EMAIL SCAM ALERT

Sit & Stitch & More

One of our members, Jan Frank, had her
account hacked recently and all of her
email contacts were stolen. The hacker
sent messages to all of her contacts with
the Subject Line: “I Need a Favor from
You”. Out of concern, some sent a reply
and then received another message from a
Hotmail account asking for a gift card. At
this point most realized that they had been
scammed. If you get any emails like this,
DELETE them and do not reply. There will
always be a new scam out there, and every
once in a while, one of us will fall prey. As
always, it is important to stay vigilant
against scammers.

Our first Saturday Study Group sessions
have been quite successful collaborative
efforts,
with
several
participants
expressing the desire to continue
meeting. Beginning in January, we are
exploring the possibility of offering the
opportunity to gather with friends on
Saturday mornings (9:00am-1:00pm) to
Sit & Play. For a fee of $40 per person
for a four-week session will cover the
rental of the church. There would be no
obligation to commit to one particular
group – you could play in a different area
each week.
Any NTGM member is
welcome, not just those who have
participated in the Saturday Study
Groups.
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EXCURSIONS
A Road Trip Mini-Group

Fasten your seat belts.
We’re going on a road trip!

Name Tag Order Form

We are ordering name tags! Your name will be
displayed prominently above the NTGM logo on a
linen-like background, with the choice of a standard
brooch pin back or a magnetic strip. Nametags will be
collected at the end of each meeting and stored onsite
until the next meeting.
Nametags ordered by November 9 will be delivered at
the December meeting.
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Registration Form

Seats Available: 12
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Submissions DUE by NOON on Sunday 7 November
Send story and pictures to judyloyd@me.com
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Textiles & Tea from the Handweavers Guild of America
Each week, the Handweavers Guild of America (HGA) hosts a conversation with some of
the most respected fiber artists in the field today, featuring a 45-minute discussion
focusing on their artwork and creative journey with 15 minutes at the end of the
conversation for questions from the audience. Textiles & Tea is broadcast, via Zoom,
every Tuesday at 4:00pm EST. Conversations are open to all and FREE to view. For more
information about HGA, including a list of speakers scheduled for Textiles & Tea, visit
https://weavespindye.org/textiles-and-tea/

Royal School of Needlework
The Royal School of Needlework (London, England) was established in 1872
to keep the techniques of hand embroidery alive. The RSN Stitch Bank aims
to digitally conserve and preserve every stitch in the world, becoming the
biggest repository of stitch in the world. The site launched on September 24,
with the first 150 stitches, to kick off celebrations for the RSN 150th
anniversary.
https://royal-needlework.org.uk/rsnstitchbank/
\

Libby by Overdrive
Libby is a fast and attractive digital browsing experience. Local libraries offer
millions of ebooks and audiobooks, and you can borrow them — for free, instantly
— with a library card and Libby: the award-winning, much-loved app for libraries.
Libby has recently added more than 3400 magazine titles from the US, the UK,
and Australia. Magazines can be borrowed for a two-week period to read on any
device, and they can be renewed indefinitely. All you need is a library card.
https://www.overdrive.com/apps/libby/
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Google Group TIPS
As you know, we have started using Google Groups for our workshop, interest groups and study
group members to give them a private, focused discussion area to communicate about the activities
associated with each one. So far we seen some wonderful conversations within the groups and since
the groups will be available indefinitely, there are opportunities for much more.
If you have registered for one of the fall workshops you have likely already received the notice
that you have been added to the corresponding Google Group. Didn’t get it? Check your Junk/spam
folder and make certain that googlegroups.com is added to your contact list.
Now how do you get to the group? You will receive each email sent to your group(s) in your inbox.
To view the entire member list and all of the discussion you need to set up a Google account. You
do not need a gmail address; you can set the account up with your usual address. Go to
groups.google.com. Follow the prompts to set up your account. Be sure that the email address you
use for the account is the same as the one you use for NTGM! Once you have your account set and
you have signed in, you will be on a page that says ’My Groups’. All of your groups will be there. As
you click on each group, you will be able to see all the members of the group, including the instructor,
and all of the email threads. You will notice that Sharon McKenna, Amira Soheim and I are in the
groups as well. Sharon manages the groups, Amira is able to monitor for questions about the
workshops, and I am there for technical support (if I can - I’m still learning!).
If you already have a Google account and you clicked the link to go to the groups, you may get a
note on your screen that says, ‘Content unavailable’. Go to the Sign In button and sign into your
account. This should take you directly to your groups page.
Each interface looks a bit different on different platforms and systems, but in general you can
read the entire discussion within the group and respond. The newest message may be at the bottom
or top of the feed depending on your system. All responses will go to the group and will be seen by
all the group members. Please remember to sign your name so everyone can know who is ‘talking’.
So give it a try! I will bring my laptop and iPad to the November meeting to demonstrate and help
troubleshoot if needed. I think you will enjoy this new way of sharing your creative experiences.

What is a Google Group…(and why is it important)?
We have all received messages that have been sent to many recipients with long lists of exposed
email addresses. But viruses and spam-bots are now designed to go through mail files and address
books looking for potential addresses, and sending a single message individually addressed to a large
list of people increases the chances that they will all be spammed or sent a virus should any one of
them get infected. Every time you reply to the message, there is an increased opportunity for spam
generators (human or automatic) to copy the whole list of addresses to their own lists.
Enter GOOGLE GROUPS. A Google Group is a private online discussion group, that has its own unique
email address, which lets members safely interact with the rest of the group. Google Groups masks
email addresses on the web to prevent automated computer programs from harvesting them for
spamming purposes. Anyone in the group can send a message and view the responses of all the others.
~ Kathy Bricker
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NTGM.org
As a Guild, we have
found many ways to stay
connected and share our
art in these times of
isolation. But sometimes
there is a need for a
personal outreach. If you
know of someone who
would benefit from a note
or a phone call, please
contact Liz DeVree at
lizdevree@gmail.com or
___ or you can contact
any other board member
with
a
request
or
information.

I hope all of our new members have
visited our website and looked through the
pages. If you have any questions or concerns
you can use the "Contact Us" button found at
the bottom of every page and you will (usually)
receive a reply within 24 hours.
As a reminder, ALL members are
encouraged to submit a personal Photo for the
directory. Whenever you want to update the
photo already posted you can send a new one
to ntgm73@gmail.com. Please send it in jpeg
or png format and be sure to include your
name.
At the most recent Board Meeting it was
decided that our monthly newsletter will not
contain advertisements. However, if you own
a business or sell your hand-crafted items or
art through a website or an etsy shop, your
information can be listed on the "Resources"
page of the website. Please send me a note
(my email is in the Member Directory) with a
short description of your business or the types
of items you sell and your website. The
Resources page is available for anyone to view,
and I have been contacted several times by
people (including non-members) who have
found it very helpful.
As always, let me know if you have any
concerns or questions about NTGM.org or any
problems as you browse through the site.

LINKS ……
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

ZOOM Protocol
ZOOM Etiquette 2
FB Group Page Protocol
Library Policies
Workshop Policies
Workshop Assistant Policies
Photo Tips
NTGM Publicity Brochure
Guild Journal
Membership Form

ntgm.org

~ Carol Gardner Buszek

Stitching for Inner Peace
Our October speaker, Wendy Shepherd, has
graciously offered a companion PDF that
compliments her talk. Contact Wendy at
alfabservices.com/contact-wendy/.
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SPECIAL
INTEREST
GROUPS

ARTFUL QUILTERS

KNITWITS

The KnitWits gather for a lovely day of
knitting on the first Monday of the month.
Bring your own lunch and our hostess will
provide beverages and dessert.

a contemporary art quilting group
WHEN:

the third Tuesday of the month
September to June
1:00 to 3:00pm
currently meeting via ZOOM

Contact: Kathy Shuller
jshuller1@mindspring.com
__

CONTACT: Barbara Gittleman
barbaragittleman@gmail.com
__

SURFACE DESIGNERS

BEADERS

The Surface Design Group is unique. All
members can participate in teaching, learning,
and discussing design techniques from their
own studios via Zoom. Watch you inbox for
topics and links.
More information

Beaders of all skill levels meet on the first
Tuesday of the month. You will have the
opportunity to work on the design or
technique of your choice, with the
assistance of a teacher to guide you
through the process.

Contact:
Susan McCarty
smmccarty@gmail,com

Contact: Sharon McKenna
sharonmck.ntgm@gmail.com
Monthly meetings will resume in December.

GALLERY BEADERS

There is no healthier
drug than creativity.

WHEN:

the first Tuesday of every month
9:00am to 12:00 noon

WHERE:

Village Fine Arts Gallery
More Information

Contact:
Jeanne Sarna
jsarna@pageadditions.com

~ Nayyirah Waheed
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IP Kit *

If you’re so inclined, please
consider bringing a treat for us
to enjoy at the meeting. Store
bought and homemade items are
acceptable. Please provide a
serving utensil/tong (labeled
with your name) so we can avoid
touching food when serving.
Thank you!
Claudia Scroggins

*(I’m Prepared)





Basic Sewing Supplies needles, pins, thread, thimble
Scissors – paper and fabric
Paper and pencil

Fudge Marble Pound Cake
(served by Claudia Scroggins at the October meeting)
1 box Betty Crocker™ Super Moist™ yellow cake mix
1 box (4-serving size) vanilla instant pudding and pie filling mix
1 cup water
1/3 cup vegetable oil
1 teaspoon vanilla
4 eggs
3/4 cup powdered sugar
1/4 cup unsweetened baking cocoa
1/2 cup Betty Crocker™ Rich and Creamy chocolate frosting
1) Heat oven to 325°F. Grease and flour 12-cup fluted tube cake pan, or spray with baking spray
with flour. In large bowl, beat cake mix, pudding mix, water, oil, vanilla, and eggs with electric mixer
on low speed 30 seconds, then on medium speed 2 minutes, scraping bowl occasionally.
2) In medium bowl, mix powdered sugar and cocoa. Remove 1-1/4 batter; stir into cocoa mixture.
Pour remaining batter into pan. Drop chocolate batter by generous tablespoonfuls randomly onto
batter in pan. Cut through batter with knife for marbled effect.
3) Bake 40 to 46 minutes or until toothpick inserted in center comes out clean. Cool in pan 15
minutes; turn upside down onto heatproof serving plate. Remove pan. Cool completely, about 1
hour.
4) In microwaveable bowl, microwave frosting uncovered on Medium 15 seconds. Spread over top
of cake, allowing some to drizzle down sides. Store loosely covered.
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LIBRARY NEWS
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Subject to change.
Check NTGM.org for the latest updates.
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November 2021
November 9

MARY BAJCZ
“Handbags and More”
Mary Bajcz has shared her extraordinary quilts with us in the past
but this time, she'll be sharing her experiences online with Etsy – selling
not just her quilts, but also handbags, rugs, and handmade books – and
her adventures in the creation of videos for her YouTube channel. Mary
started painting on canvas about five years ago and she will talk about
being inspired by Olayami Dabls, sharing why she enjoys painting so
much and why you might, too. As a bonus, Mary will share a tip for
replacing broken zippers in jackets, sweaters, and sweatshirts that she
thinks might be the best thing you'll learn that day.
Mary has made over a thousand handbags and totes from rescued
fabrics over the past 20 years and will share bag-making tips in her talk.
Better yet, learn by doing as you make a bag (or two) in Mary’s
workshop.
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November 2021
November 9
November 10

12:30p – 3:30p
9:30a – 3:30p

MARY BAJCZ
Workshop
“Handbags”

Mary uses decorator fabric samples and scraps to make bags that
are both practical and an attractive complementary addition to your
wardrobe. Rescuing the beautiful fabrics given to her by friends and
family, she usually only needs to buy zippers and fabric for handles to
create many hundreds of bags over the past 20 years. (There is a reason
her business is named Scrap Happy!) Because they are made for wear
and tear, decorator fabrics are better than quilting cotton for bags, and
most are washable even if they aren’t labeled as such. What beautiful
fabrics are languishing in your stash? Bring your stash of decorator
fabrics to make a handbag (or two) using Mary’s tried and true
techniques, with lots of additional tips and tricks. Mary will bring
decorator fabric samples to share and will provide the zipper tape as
part of the kit.

Supply List and Registration Form

Seats Available: 9
22

December 2021
December 14

Whistlestop

Bring a lunch and join us to have some fun!
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January 2022
January 11 - 12

The
previously
scheduled
lecture/workshop and has been
cancelled.
The Program Committee
working on a replacement.

is

Information will be announced
as soon as it becomes available.

Watch your email inbox.
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February 2022
February 8 via Zoom

ELLEN MILLER
“Creating Couture Embellishments”
An accomplished sewist, Ellen loves to sew elegant clothing from
the simple to the ornate. She has written several articles for Threads and
Notions magazines and taught classes for American Sewing Guild (ASG)
and Association of Sewing and Design Professionals (ASDP). Ellen’s
book, Creating Couture Embellishments is a 400-page, abundantly
illustrated, how-to book with 3 sections: basic tools and techniques,
fabric manipulation, embellishments, and trimming. Before writing
Creating Couture Embellishments, Ellen taught at the School of Fashion
Design in Boston for 10 years and worked in professional theatre.
Join us for a lively presentation of some of her work and learn
how this amazing book that took 5 years to write came about. As Ellen
says, “It’s wicked cool”!
http://www.creatingembellishment.com
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February 2022

February 8

1:00p – 4:00p via Zoom

ELLEN MILLER
Workshop
“Feathers”

From goose to peacock, feathers add an exotic touch to any
garment. Feathers are commonly used to trim millinery, but they can
also be used to adorn a glamorous gown, to trim a neckline, or to
emphasize a shoulder. Their myriad uses stem from the wide variety of
feathers available. All birds have several different kinds of feathers, each
with different characteristics and different purposes: some are downy;
others, like the tail and flight feathers, are less pliable. Today many
feathers are dyed and shaped, creating even more choices for the
designer. Whether modified or in their natural state, feathers add
movement, elegance, and sophistication to a garment. During this class
we will examine different kinds of feathers and learn how to shape
them. We will also create an epaulet or hat accessory.
The kit for this class will include multiple feather samples,
buckram, written and photographic directions.

Registration Form

Seats Available: 11

Supply KIT must be ordered from instructor - details are on the registration form.
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February 2022

February 9

1:30p – 4:30p via Zoom

ELLEN MILLER
Workshop
“Corded Quilting / Marseilles Quilting / Boutis Provençal”

Corded quilting is an old French quilting technique. Two layers of
cloth are sewn together in decorative channels and patterns, which are
then threaded with yarn to create a textured, quilted cloth. When
completed, the wrong side of a corded quilting piece is almost as
beautiful as the right side. During this class we will experiment with
different kinds of fabrics, channels, and stuffing to create several Boutis
samples.
The kit for this class will include several fabric samples, filler
samples, large tapestry needles, written and photographic directions.

Registration Form

Seats Available: 13

Supply KIT must be ordered from instructor - details are on the registration form.
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February 2022

February 9

9:30a – 12:30p via Zoom

ELLEN MILLER
Workshop
“Chinese Knots”

Chinese knots, sometimes called frogs or frog closures, have been
used on Chinese clothing for many centuries. Whether made in rat-tail
cord or custom-made cording, they add an oriental flavor to any
garment. Pairs of knots can be used to make button-and-loop fastenings,
where one knot is made as a button and the other is finished as a loop.
During this class you will learn to tie several Chinese Knots. We will also
experiment with tying Chinese Knots in different kinds of cords: smooth,
fuzzy, thick, and thin.
The kit for this class will include a small cork board for pinning
the knots, various cords, written and photographic directions.

Registration Form

Seats Available: 11

Supply KIT must be ordered from instructor - details are on the registration form.
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March 2022
March 8

via Zoom

KAREN COMBS
“You Bought That Where?”
Karen is an internationally known quilter, teacher, author, and
designer who has been nominated 3 times for Quilt Teacher of the Year.
She is fascinated with optical illusion and quilts; this is the subject of many
of her workshops. In this lecture, she will take you around her little town
in the rolling hills of Tennessee, searching for the best quilting supplies
found in some unexpected places. It’s amazing what you can find at the
local “feed” store! As a bonus, Karen will take you into her studio to show
you how she uses many of her finds.
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March 2022

March 9

9:30a – 3:30p via Zoom

KAREN COMBS
Workshop
“Patchwork Illusions”
Visual depth has fascinated artists for centuries. Karen has developed a
quick and easy rotary technique that allows you to make quilts with a 3-D look
- utterly amazing quilts of illusion. You will use Karen’s Pattern, which includes
handouts and rotary templates, to make this quilt. This is Karen’s favorite class
to teach. Join in for a wonderful experience that will start you on the road to
creating your own Patchwork Illusions!

Supply List and Registration Form

Seats Available: 10
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April 2022
April 12

Seminar Day Member-Only Workshops
Collapsible Thread Catcher

Barbara Skimin

This collapsible fabric container is fun and practical. It is all hand stitched. Once
you learn how to make this, you will find yourself making many more as gifts
for your sewing friends.

Singleton Buttons & Fabric Flowers

Carol Buszek

Learn how to make a variety of flowers from fabric or felted wool. And, if you
ever wanted to make your own matching buttons for a project, come and learn
how to make Singleton Buttons. These are fabric covered buttons that date
back to the 1600s and originally were tiny, but you can make them as small or
as large as you like, depending on your needs. They can be very simple, or you
can embellish them with embroidery and/or beads.
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April 2022
April 12

Seminar Day Member-Only Workshops
Workshop 3

TBD
Watch this space for further information.

Choose One Workshop
$25.00

Kit Fees TBD

Workshop samples will be available at the November meeting.

Another Option
Sit & Stitch
Not interested in taking a workshop? Sit & Stitch space will be available (no
fee).
And MORE…
A Member-to-Member Sale
This is a member consignment opportunity. If you would like to sell your
items to fellow members, there is an opportunity to set up a table at the April
12, 2022 Seminar Day meeting. There is no cost to “rent” a table, but the
Guild will collect a 15% fee from sales. This offer is available for up to 6
members on a first come, first serve basis. Please contact Amira if you are
interested.
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April 2022

April 13

9:30am – 3:30pm

DEB GASH
“Explorations with Suminagashi”
Guild member Deb Gash will offer a unique workshop that will challenge
and delight you. A marbling technique dating back to the 12th century in Japan,
the basic process of suminagashi (“ink floating”) is simple to learn. Expanded
techniques can create overprinting and movement.
Discussion will include troubleshooting problems, using different
substrates, and working larger. Come prepared to create lots of samples and
learn a variety of ways to utilize these samples, such as small books, 3D paper
objects, cards, mixed media collage sheets, and wearables.

Supply List and Registration Form

Seats Available: 6
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May 2022
May 10 – 12

LESLEY RILEY
“Wet Cyan Printing and More”
Lesley Riley, internationally known fiber artist, instructor, writer, and
Artist success coach will be visiting us for a unique lecture/workshop experience
following this tumultuous year that is redefining so many aspects of our lives
and our work. With that in mind, she will share with us a new lecture about
her Artist Work in what is certain to be an enlightening and thought-provoking
discussion of the creative life.
http://lesleyriley.com
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May 2022
May 10 - 12

LESLEY RILEY
Workshop
“Wet Cyan Printing Plus!”
Join Lesley for a 2-1/2-day workshop exploring her unique wet cyan techniques
on fabric and paper as well as a dive into her toolbox for ideas to fill your own.
In Lesley’s words…”Serendipity is my middle name. I would rather create 1000

random, happy accidents that one piece with a perfectly planned and achieved
outcome. It is very liberating to make something that is, for the most part, out of
your control. It releases the angst that can come with art making and kicks your
inner critic’s butt. Plus, the absolute simplicity of the nearly fail-safe technique and
chemistry almost guarantees that you will make a successful print within a short
time. Now, of course there are some methods, means and materials that you need
to know about to get the results you lust over. That’s where I come in. We will
start with the basics of cyanotype printing and quickly move on to the many
variables that make wet-cyanotype printing so magically delicious. Your will learn
all my methods, tips, tricks, and best practices regarding:
Paper, fabric, plants, water, water application, workspace set-up, contact
printing, alternative materials, solution mixing and application, additives that
change chemistry and color, post-print processing, timing, and temperature,
troubleshooting results, turning blah into beautiful, and….what not to do!”
You will leave this workshop with a library of possibilities and an
encyclopedia of techniques.
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June 2022
June 14

Our First post-COVID
NTGM Luncheon / Fashion Show / Show & Tell
Details to be announced
Contact Jeanne Sarna
if you would like to lend a hand
to this long-awaited celebration of

creativity
and

fun!
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